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Destined To Overcome --- Lesson #1


Text:
  If you would please open your Bibles with me to Genesis, Chapter one and let’s read verses 26 through 28, and then we will go to Psalms 8:1-9. 

Comment: What we find here in Genesis Chapter 1 verses 26-28 and in Psalms 8, verses 1-9, is that God has destined man to be an over-comer, and folks that includes you and me!  Our destiny was planned from the beginning we were created to be an over-comer!


When God created man, He created him to have “dominion” over everything therefore man was created in God’s class to be an “over-comer”. 

But as we all know, the devil entered into the picture and instead of man taking dominion over the devil by using his authority as an over-comer, the devil and host of hell are now overcoming man.

Folks, you and I were NEVER meant to be overcome by anything, including the world, the flesh and the devil, we were created to follow in the footsteps of God and be an over-comer in this life. 

“I write unto you, fathers, because ye have know him that is from the beginning.  I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one.  I write unto you, little children, because ye have known the Father. 14. I have written unto you, father, because ye have known him that is from the beginning.  I have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and you have overcome the wicked one.”  I John 12:13-14

“Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, then he that is in the world.” I John 4:4

“For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world; and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 5. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” I John 5:4-5

“He that overcometh shall inherit all things: and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.”  Revelation 21:7

Folks, after having read all these different verses of Scripture, there are no way for us to think of ourselves in any other light than that of an OVER COMER!


How many of you understand that I am not calling you an over-comer --- God IS!  His Word IS!  

So it all boils down to whom are we going to believe – are we going to believe what the world says, what our flesh and feelings say, what the devil tells us, or are we going to believe what God says?


But folks, we have a problem!  Humanity is beset by a host of self-conscious evil spirits called demons who are responsible for much, if not all, of the personal difficulties, spiritual pressures, strains and the aggravated forms of evil that surely characterize our modern world today.


And when it comes to the fallen condition of the human race, we could not have possibly gotten this world into the terrible shape that it is in all by ourselves.  The sin of the human heart alone cannot and does not explain the abnormal and universal wickedness and moral decay and the polluting of human relationships that is so evident in our world today.


This condition can only be explained by the mass activity behind the scenes of a vast, well-organized host of wicked spirits under the control of a master prince.


“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” Ephesians 6:12

“For we are not wrestling with flesh and blood – contending only with physical opponents – but against the despotisms, against the powers, against (the master spirits who are) the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spirit forces of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) sphere.” The Amp. Bible

So, if we choose to ignore the presence and the activity of these wicked forces, then we cannot possibly offer an adequate solution for the problems that are plaguing the rest of the human race as well as ourselves.


Question:  Is there a solution?  Yes there is!  The solution is that, once we understand the technique of overcoming, we can be used effectively against the kingdom of darkness, no matter what form the demon activity may assume.

God’s method of over-comings is specifically set forth in His Word.

“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony.” Revelation 12:11
“And they have overcome (conquered) him by means of the blood of the Lamb and by the utterance of their testimony…” The Amp Bible
‘’For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.  Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God.” 1 John 5:4-5
“For whatever is born of God, is victorious over the world: and this is the victory that conquers the world, even our faith. 5. Who is it that is victorious over (that conquers) the world but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God – who adheres to, trusts in and relies [on that fact]?” The Amp Bible

In these references of scripture, the Holy Spirit gives to the discerning saint his or her weapons of supreme authority that assure their effectiveness in his or her spiritual warfare.  Contained in these scriptures are all that the truly yielded saint needs to OVER COME! But to help us gain a better understanding of our Victory as an Over-Comer, let’s discuss the things that make it all possible.

I:
Calvary – defeat of victory?

Our reverence in Revelation 12:11 to “the blood of the Lamb”, is a direct reference to Calvary and the victory that was won there over the archenemy of God and man. Let’s ask ourselves some interesting questions about Calvary.

a. What does Calvary mean to the natural man?  “For the preaching of the Cross is to them that perish foolishness.” I Corinthians 1:18  “For the story and message of the cross is sheer absurdity and folly to those who are perishing and on their way to perdition…” The Amp Bible
[Folks, that’s why you and I cannot get angry or upset with people who don’t understand nor accept our message of the cross.   Our job is to continue to love them and see ourselves as a “seed planter,” or a “waterier.”]
b. But what does the Calvary mean to the believer?

1. We have peace by the power of the cross. “And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself..”  Colossians 1:20
2. We are reconciled by the power of the cross. “And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself..”  Colossians 1:20
3. All the ordinances that were against us were removed from us by the power of the cross.  “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross.” Colossians 2:14
c. What does Calvary mean to Satan?  “And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.” Colossians 2:15  “God disarmed the principalities and powers ranged against us and made a bold display and public example of them, in triumphing over them in Him and it is [the cross].”  The Amp Bible
“And being found in the fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in the earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Philippians 2:8-11

Comment:  Let us remember that man was originally created for authority, to be an over-comer.  He was created and fashioned for dominion, and when he became flesh from the hand of God, he was given ruler-ship over the earth, kingship over it’s life, and the control and dominion of its forces, which included Satan and his kingdom!  Let us understand the legality of this issue.

1. This was a “bona fide” grant. [Done or made in good faith; sincere]
Folks, the granting of authority and dominion over the earth to man was a “bona fide” grant.  God give the dominion of the entire earth to man.  It was his [man’s] do with, as he should decide to do.  [Explain this in detail using the example of a father giving his business over to his son.]
2. This is now a “legal issue”.  You may ask the question, “Why didn’t God go over man’s head and forcibly take the dominion away from the devil and keep it for himself or even create a new man and give it unto him?”  The answer is simple; there is a very important legal issue involved.  If God had gone over man’s head and taken the dominion away from the devil by force that would have been to repossess it without “due process of law,” a violation of divine justice.

God has bound himself to observe principles of divine jurisprudence even where the devil is concerned.  God cannot be unjust even where the devil in concerned.  Let’s learn this important truth this morning and that is – GOD IS A JUST GOD!  This brings us to our next issue, which is:

II:
Man’s Bondage to Satan!



“For as much then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that has the power of death, that is, the devil; 14.  And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” Hebrews 2:14-15


“Since, therefore, [these His] children share in flesh and blood – that is, in the physical nature of human beings – He [Himself] in a similar manner partook of the same [nature], that by [going through] death He might bring to nought and make of no effect him who had the power of death, that is, the devil; 15. And also that He might deliver and completely set free all those who through the (haunting) fear of death were held in bondage throughout the whole course of their lives.”  The Amplified Bible


“For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.”  Romans 8:15


‘Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” Galatians 5:1


“In [this] freedom Christ has made us free – completely liberated us; stand fast then, and do not be hampered and held ensnared and submit again to a yoke of slavery – which you have once put off.”  The Amplified Bible



As these Scriptures indicate that because man transferred the title for the dominion of this earth over to the devil, the only way God could “legally” recover it for man was through man, the original trustee of the earth.



The earth’s dominion was given to man.  It was swung away form God and away from man by man’s choice!  Earth’s dominion must be swung back by man, but where was the man who could do this?  Let us understand these facts:

a. This man must be someone whom Satan has no claim.

b. This man must be a member of the “trustee” group in order to qualify to enter a “legal battle” and repossess the earth, God’s gift to man.

c. This man “could not be” the son of Adam otherwise he would have inherited Adam’s sin.

d. And yet, this man had to be perfectly human.

Thus we have the “virgin birth of such a man”…
JESUS CHIRST --- A QUALIFIED REPRESENTATIVE!!


“Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” Isaiah 7:14

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given..” Isaiah 9:6

“And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary; for thou has found favor with God.  And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus.  35. And the angel answered and said unto here.  The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that Holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” Luke 1:31-32, 35

“And it came to pass…6. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.  And she brought forth her firstborn son…” Luke 2:1,6-7


Folks, let us clearly understand that these scriptures verify the fact that Jesus is a “qualified representative” to enter into a “legal battle” with the devil and bring back to man his rightful place as an over-comer!  Jesus himself verifies this truth in John’s Gospel, chapter 14 and verse 30.


“Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me.”  


“I will not talk with you much more, for the prince (evil genius, ruler) of the world is coming.  And he has no claim on Me – he has nothing in common with Me, there is nothing in Me that belongs to him, he has no power over Me.” Same verse from the Amplified Bible


And folks, let me go on record and say this, “Once we are saved, once we are born-again Satan has “NO POWER” over us!  Glory to God!

Understand this, Jesus is a member of the “TRUSTEE” group so that He may do legal battle with the devil and repossess the earth, God’s gift to man.


“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.  But he that entereth in the door is the shephered of the sheep. To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.  And when he putteth froth his own sheep, he goeth before them.  And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.” John 10: 1-5


How many of you don’t have a clue as to what Jesus is saying here? Listen to me spirits without bodies have no authority in the earth.  The “door” into the earth is through natural “birth”.  Satan came into the earth “illegally,” Jesus came into the earth legally,” through the door of “birth”.   [Read Gal 4:1-4]
CONCLUSION:
 So let’s summarize what we have learned thus far about being an over-comer.


When God created man, He created him to have “dominion” over everything. Man, by an act of his own free will transferred the dominion of the earth over to God’s (and man’s) arch enemy, Satan, thus God’s plan for man to have dominion over the work of His (God’s) hands seems lost.


In order for man to regain dominion, there has to be a “qualified representative” who can enter into a “legal battle” with Satan in order to repossess the earth back for man.


That man was Jesus, a member of the “trustee” group.  


But this legally qualified representative was crucified on a cross-called Calvary, which to the natural man is foolishness, but to the believer it represents peace, reconciliation to God and to the devil it represents total defeat. 


Next week we will look further into Satan’s defeat.
