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Destined To Overcome – Lesson #2

Let’s read our text scripture once again this morning which are found in Genesis 1:26-28 and Psalms 8:1-9.


Remember, if you would, that when God created man, he created him to have “dominion over all the works of His [God’s] hands.”  Man was created in God’s class that he might be an “over-comer.”


Let’s also remember, that when man came fresh from the hand of God, he was given “ruler-ship over the earth, “kingship over it’s life,” and “dominion over its forces which included Satan and his kingdom.”


But as we said last week, Satan entered into the picture and man, instead of taking his rightful place as an over-comer and exercising his authority over the devil, is now being overcome by the devil.  [Last week we saw how Jesus, through His death on the Cross-, defeated the devil and gave man is right of dominion back.] 

Today, let’s spend some time talking about Satan’s utter defeat!”

I:
Satan’s Defeat.

a. “And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it [the cross].” Colossians 2:15 “[God] disarmed the principalities and powers ranged against us and made a bold display and public example of them, in triumphing over then in Him and in it [the cross]”. Amp. 
b. “He that commiteth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning.  For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.” I John 3:8  “[But] he who commits sin (who practices evil doing) is of the devil – takes his character from the evil one; for the devil has sinned (has violated the divine law) from the beginning.  The reason the Son of God was made manifest (visible) was to undo (destroy, loosen and dissolve) the works the devil [has done].” Amp.
c. Now let’s understand this. Under human jurisprudence [a system or body of law, the course of court decisions], when a man slays another man, he himself becomes subject to the death penalty.  In other words, when someone murders an innocent person, he forfeits his own life thereby he literally destroys himself.  

d. This is a fundamental concept of divine law, as given in Genesis 9:6.  “Whoso sheds man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed.” 

Folks, how many of you understand this, the death of Jesus without His failing in one of the smallest details of the law, resulted not only in defeating Satan’s purpose to obtain a claim upon Jesus, but it also cancelled out all of Satan’s claims upon the earth and the entire human race. 

Folks, when Jesus dismissed His spirit without giving Satan any claim upon Him, Satan became the “murderer of an innocent victim” upon whom he had no claim; he therefore became subject in the court of universal justice, to the death penalty.

Satan’s rebellion against God “from before the world was” finally brought him to the crime to crimes – his conspiracy with demons and evil men to kill GOD!

COMMENT:
I want you to listen to me very carefully now because I believe it will help you to understand the following scriptures that we are about to read.


When Satan slew the innocent Son of God, he destroyed himself, which means that Satan is now destroyed, not annihilated [to destroy the substance or force, to cause to cease to exist], but destroyed.


All of the legal claims, which he had secured upon the earth and man through the fall of Adam, are now completely cancelled!

 
Since the cross, Satan has absolutely no right at all upon any one or any thing.  It means that all the power, which he exercises now, he exercises solely by deception and bluff.


This is he basis for Jesus’ statement in Matthew 28:18. “All power (authority) is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”


This is also the basis for His delegation of that authority in Luke 10:19. ”Behold, I give unto you power (authority) to tread on serpents and scorpions (demons), and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing shall by any means hurt you.” 


Folks, there can be no question in the mind of the serious Bible student, that Satan’s authority over man and the earth has been utterly destroyed by the work of the Cross.


But that leaves us with a question – if all of what I have said is true, if Satan is actually destroyed, then why is it that Satan continues to run things?


Why is it that almost everything looks as if it is in his control?  Why is it that he seems to be having his way with almost everything?  If he truly is destroyed, if all his claims are cancelled, then why, why, why?   These are good questions worthy of an answer.  The answer lies within the fact that:

a. It is a question of enforcement!

1. Leally – Calvary was Satan’s complete undoing.

2. Leally – the cross completely destroyed Satan.

3. All of Satan’s claims were cancelled by the work of Calvary, but like any other legal transaction, Calvary’s legal victory must be enforced.

Comment:
We can best illustrate this by using our Federal Government as an example.

There are three branches or departments of our Federal Government.  Can anyone name them? Raise your hand to answer.

1. The Legislative branch or department – which is Congress whose responsibility it is to pass the laws.

2. The Judicial branch or department – which are the courts whose responsibility is to interpret the laws.

3. The Executive branch or department – which is headed by our President and are charged with the responsibility and duty of enforcing the laws.

Calvary was indeed a victory and it did in actual fact destroy all of Satan’s claims and nothing is lacking is this area, BUT, the enforcement of Calvary’s victory was placed in the hands of the Church, Christ’s corporate body here upon the earth.


“All power (authority) is given unto me in heaven and in earth.” Matthew 28:18

“Behold, I give unto you power (authority) to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.” Luke 10:19

“And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all.” Ephesians 1:22-23

The body is to carry out the commandments of the Head.  But if the body with its hands and feet fails to respond to the commandments and will of the head, then what the Head accomplished becomes a dead letter.

b. The failure of the Enforcement Agency (the church).

The fact that Satan seems to be having his way in the earth is no reflection upon the completeness of Christ’s victory over Satan at the cross. It means only one thing – the enforcement agency has failed.

“And he is the head of the body, the church; who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that is all things he might have preeminence.  For it pleased the Father that in him should all the fullness dwell..” Colossians 1:18-19  “19. For it has pleased (the Father) that all the divine fullness – the sum total of the divine perfection, powers and attributes – should dwell in Him permanently.” Amp 
“for in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power.”  Colossians 2:9-10  “For in Him the whole fullness of Deity (the Godhead) continues to dwell in bodily form – giving complete expression of the divine nature. 10. And you “are in Him, made full and have come to fullness of life – in Christ you too are filled with the Godhead: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and reach full spiritual stature.  And He is the Head of all rule and authority – of every angelic principality and power.” Amp.

If what we have said thus far is true, then this brings up and very interesting question.  How does Satan succeed in keeping God’s children from enforcing the victory of Calvary?


The answer is quite simple, by brainwashing and deception.


The devil has convinced the church that he is almost, if not quite, as powerful as God, when in reality, he has no legal standing, no authority and no rights.


Satan knows that when you and I, the Church, fully realize the his utter defeat and know how to use the authority we have in Christ, which was delegated to us as His enforcement agency, he knows he is done for.


Therefore he wants to keep God’s people in the dark about their authority and his utter defeat.

II:
Our Apprenticeship Of Prayer:

Apprentice: One bound by legal agreement to work for another for a specific amount of time in return for instruction in a trade, art, or business.  Any beginner or learner
“And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” Matthew 21:22
“Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving.” Colossians 4:2

Folks, some people have Satan-inspired misgivings about spending time in the ministry of prayer and confession of God’s word.  The reason being is because they do not understand why God works only through prayer and confession.


Folks, God’s object in originating His prayer and confession program was to give you and me “on-the-job” for overcoming in preparation for ruler-ship.


God is using it as our apprenticeship!  Folks, understand this, God did not devise prayer and confession as merely His way of getting things done, or fulfilling our needs, in His unique plan, and prayer and confession has only one purpose – to give us exercise in overcoming!

Comment:
How many of you know that God has the power to accomplish all His purposes without our cooperation in prayer and confession if He had not bound Himself to His Word?


But God has no other way of training us for ruler-ship except by our cooperation in prayer and confession – and its for this reason He does nothing in the realm of human redemption except through prayer and confession.


God has tied all His activity and accomplishment in the earth to our prayer and confession.  All that He does or can do in this field is limited to the prayer and confessions of His people.

Comment:
Now I’m going to give you something to shout about.  Prayer is NEVER answered on the basis of worthiness. 

NO one who prays is absolutely morally perfect, in fact, many times we are far from moral perfection when we pray.


Folks, the crucial factor in getting answers to prayer is not our spiritual superiority but rather, it is simply the boldness, courage, and faith we express in prayer and confession regardless of our sense of unworthiness.


When we are walking in the light that God has given us, we should never let a sense of unworthiness hinder our praying and confessing.  This is made absolutely clear in Hebrews 4:15-16.


“For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”

Let’s conclude today with this thought – God knows all about our weaknesses, our frailties and our unworthiness; because He was tempted in exactly the same way that we are, yet He invites us to come boldly, not because we are worthy but because He is worthy. 

So, He has planned that prayer and confession is our apprenticeship, our learning experience to prepare us for ruler-ship in the ages to come.

Next week we will discuss more about our “One The Job Training Program!!
