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Destined To Overcome – Lesson #4

Let’s read our text scripture once again this morning which are found in Genesis 1:26-28 and Psalms 8:1-9.


Remember, if you would, that when God created man, he created him to have “dominion over all the works of His [God’s] hands.”  Man was created in God’s class that he might be an “over-comer.”


Let’s also remember, that when man came fresh from the hand of God, he was given “ruler-ship over the earth, “kingship over it’s life,” and “dominion over its forces which included Satan and his kingdom.”


But as we said, Satan entered into the picture and man, instead of taking his rightful place as an over-comer and exercising his authority over the devil, is now being overcome by the devil.  [Last week we talked about our “On-The-Job-Training” program and we found some very interesting facts.]


 The first thing that I want to talk about this morning is “The Dynamic of Speech.”


One of the most important things that you and I can learn is this, that the universe was created not by thought but by speech. 


“Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.”  Hebrews 11:3

“By faith we understand that the worlds (during the successive ages) were framed – fashioned, put in order and equipped for their intended purpose – by the Word of God, so that what we see was not made out of things which are visible.” Amplified Bible

By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth. 9. For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast.” Psalms 33:6,9


Folks, there can be no doubt, that from all eternity the universe was in God’s thought, but it did not appear until He SPOKE!


It was God’s Word that was creative.  I want you to listen carefully
 to me this morning because I am going to say some things that I believe will help us tremendously.  I believe it will help us understand the importance of our words.


What we have said thus far explains to us how it was that Jesus cast out the evil spirits – not by thought – but by WORD!


It also explains why the authority of the believer is expressed, transmitted and made effective by “the word of his or her testimony.”

Remember what I told you last week about evil spirits? That they are intelligent, self-conscious personalities who respond only to the “word of authority”?


This explains why it is necessary for you and I as a believer to speak in the Name of Jesus, and, upon the basis of Calvary’s victory, to voice the word of command directly to the afflicting or oppressing evil spirit(s).


Let me give you an illustration.  Sister Nita and I have four children, and when I would ask, “would one of you kids do this errand,” they would just look at one another and none of them would make an attempt to do it.  But, when I called one of them by name and said, “do such and such errand,” they would be up and doing it. 


How many of you know what I’m talking about?


Well, it’s the same way in dealing with the devil and demon spirits.  It is necessary to be specific in dealing with them.


Listen to me folks, the devil and demon spirits do not care how much you “talk about them.”  They do no fear or flee from us just because we “talk about them.”  

Authority is transmitted and made effective only when we speak directly to them in the first person, in the Name of Jesus Christ on the basis of the blood of Calvary.  

Such is the case in Mark 9:25 “When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him.”  [Such is the case in Mark 5:8; Luke 9:42; Matthew 4:10]
Listen folks, Jesus Christ destroyed Satan at the Cross and canceled out all of his rights and claims on the earth and the people and since Jesus has delegated the enforcement of Calvary’s victory to believers, we can better understand why Revelation 12:11 is so effective.

Satan will do all he can to frighten us and prevent us from using the weapons of warfare that God has given us over him, but when we do use them in full reliance upon Calvary’s victory, we will soon discover for ourselves the POWER of the blood and the Name of Jesus and the truth of God’s Word.

“These signs shall follow them that believe: In my Name shall they cast our devils.”  Mark 16:17


Now this brings me to another aspect concerning our teaching about “Destined to Overcome,” which is, “The Ministry of Prayer!”


To help us fully understand prayer, we must first understand the purpose of the creation.  Everything that the Father God created has a purpose and without an understanding of that purpose we cannot fully understand prayer or confession.


“The earth is the reason for the heavens!”  


Folks, we are confronted with an unexplained creation of which we are a part.  This creation and the iron hand of fixed laws that govern it, reveal to us a Master Designer or Creator!  The Creator designed Creation that it might fulfill a certain purpose.


Folks, our earth is so small in comparison to the vast number and sizes of the heavenly bodies that the study of it would be utterly absurd, if it were not for the fact that it is the only planet known to be inhabited by human life.  Let us read from Genesis 1:14-19.

Folks, these verses of Scripture declare that the earth is the reason for all the heavenly bodies that swing in their orbits.


Science does not deny the fact that there is no a planet, sun, moon, or star in this entire vast universe which does not have its influence upon the earth.


Our sun is approximately ninety-three million miles away, and yet it causes climate conditions of heat, light, rain and winds, which make this planet capable of sustaining human, animal and vegetable life.


So, from these deductions we can clearly see that the planets are placed in the heavens to give us seasons, to be signs, and to be continual companions and servants, always ministering to the earth.


Now our question is, “if the earth is the reason for the stellar heavens, what is the reason for the earth?”

“The Reason for the earth is man!”


Genesis one gives us the account of Creation.  Creation consists of a series of acts by God and these creative acts culminate in the creation of man.


When man was created, God’s creative activity came to a rest therefore MAN was the goal of the whole creative movement.


Folks, the earth has no reason for existing outside of man!  Only when God placed upon this earth a man created in His image, was there a reason for the vast universe, which God had created.  

Isaiah confirms this fact in Isaiah 45:18.  “For thus saith the Lord that created the heavens; God himself formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the Lord; ad there is none else.”
Listen, God the Father created the earth, filled it with deposits of iron, copper, silver, and gold and uncounted varieties of metals, precious stones and chemicals.  He covered the earth with mountains, valleys, prairie’s, streams and rivers, flowers, fruits and vegetables.  Why?

All this was done for the inhabitation of man!  Man is the only creature who can enjoy the earth’s beauty or use its resources.

We can see the reason for the creation of the heavens and the creation of the earth, but our problem is yet unsolved, “what is the reason for man?”
“The Reason for Man IS the Father-heart of God!

Let me remind you that all this has to do with “The Ministry of Prayer!”

Understand that the reason for the creation of man was “two-fold.”

1. Man was created for “son-ship.” “For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named.”  Ephesians 3:14-15
What we must understand is this. That from the beginning He [God] was a Father-God!  In eternity, where God lives, He had a father’s nature.  It is only natural then that the Father-heart of God should long for sons and daughters.  “According as he hath chose us in him, before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love. 5. Having predestined us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will.” Ephesians 1:4-5


“According as He made choice of us in Him before the founding of the world, that we might be holy and blameless in His Presence.  In love marking us out before hand unto Son-ship through Jesus Christ to Himself.” Same verse from Rotherham

Listen to me now, Before God created a world, it was His dream that man was to be marked out for Son-ship!  He was to hold the place of a son in the Father God’s love.  He was to be the answer to the Father’s hunger for children.  Glory to God!

Folks, Satan has been very crafty and subtle in blinding our minds to the Father-nature of God.  The average Christian has no real consciousness of God as being his or her Father but rather as a God only to be feared.  Is it any wonder why we can’t convince more people to be a part of us?

2. Man was created to be the eternal companion for the Son.  How many of you heard what I just said? We, you and I, the human race was created to provide an eternal companion for the Son.

After the tragic fall of Adam and God’s promise of redemption through His Son, the messianic race was born and nurtured to bring in the Messiah.

And Jesus, the Messiah came for the intent of giving birth to His Church and thus obtain His Bride.

Therefore the church, later to become the Bride of Christ, is the central object and goal not only of the creation of all things but of all that God has been doing in all realms from all eternity.

In other words, from the very beginning the one purpose for the creation of the outer universe is to produce and prepare an Eternal Companion, called the Bride, the Lamb’s wife, for the son.

 “And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” Revelation 21:9

How many of you are following me thus far?  It’s very important that you understand what I am saying as it will change your whole outlook on the ministry of prayer.


Listen, because the Bride [that’s us], the Wife of the Lamb, is to share the throne of the universe as a judicial equal with her divine Lord following the marriage supper of the Lamb [Rev. 3:21], she must be trained, educated, and prepared for her role.

Folks, we are given only glimpses in the Scripture of the duties of the saints in the millennial Kingdom; but it is clear that administration of the great King’s will, overseeing of all parts of His vast, eternal realm, will certainly be included.

So, for this unique and distinguished function, God ordained the plan of PRAYER and CONFESSION by which His Bride would enter into personal encounter and conflict with Satan and his hierarchy, OVERCOMING all their opposition to the Kingdom of God.


LISTEN TO ME, prayer and confession ARE NOT to assist God in overcoming the devil, but to give to us, the church, exercise and practice in overcoming!  Character acquired in overcoming is a necessary prerequisite to ruler-ship with Christ in His Kingdom!  Therefore prayer and confession is entirely “on-the-job-training” for future ruler-ship.


Folks, PRAYER and CONFESSION is our BADGE OF RANK!


Listen, when we study the book of Ephesians we will see that the eternal purpose of the creation of the universe and the human race was to obtain an Eternal Companion for the Son.


And we see this truth reaching its climax in Ephesians, chapter 5, and verses 25-32 when Paul declares that the partners of the marriage program are Christ and His Church.  Read it!

In God’s eternal purpose, the Church, as Christ’s Eternal Companion, is to occupy the position in the universe short of the Godhead itself.  As the Bride of the Eternal Son, we are to share with Him eternal sovereignty.  


Don’t believe me, then listen to the following verses of scripture.


“Don’t you know that some day we Christians are going to judge and govern the world?  Don’t you realize that we Christians will judge and reward the very angels in heaven”? 1 Corinthians 6:2a, 3a The Living Bible

“If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him.” 2 Timothy 2:12

“And he that cometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power (authority) over the nations.” Revelation 2:26

“To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in His Throne.  He that hath and ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” Revelation 3:21-22

“And they san a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; for thou wast slain and hast redeemed us to God by they blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nations: and hast made us unto our God a kingdom of priests, and we shall reign on the earth.” Revelation 5:9-10 New Scofield Bible

Redeemed members of he human race, the only race in all creation that was made in the image of God, will constitute this Eternal Companion.  Since this companion is to share the throne of the universe with her Lord, then she must be trained, educated and prepared for ruler-ship.

It is a fact that God had something infinitely great in mind when he planned the system of prayer and confession.

