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Destined To Overcome – Lesson #4

Let’s read our text scripture once again this morning which are found in Genesis 1:26-28 and Psalms 8:1-9.


Remember, if you would, that when God created man, he created him to have “dominion over all the works of His [God’s] hands.”  Man was created in God’s class that he might be an “over-comer.”


Let’s also remember, that when man came fresh from the hand of God, he was given “ruler-ship over the earth, “kingship over it’s life,” and “dominion over its forces which included Satan and his kingdom.”


But as we said, Satan entered into the picture and man, instead of taking his rightful place as an over-comer and exercising his authority over the devil, is now being overcome by the devil.  

In our last lesson we were talking about the “Mystery of Prayer,” and I want to continue with this subject again today.  Remember if you would what I said in our last lesson that “prayer and confession is our badge of rank.”

Meaning, that God had something infinitely great in mind when He planned the system of prayer and confession.

I:
Prayer and confession – our on-the-job-training for Sovereignty!


Listen to me now, what I am about to tell you are so important to our Christian life that I am going to repeat it several times.


By delegating His authority to the church for administering His decisions and enforcing His will upon the earth, God placed the church in apprenticeship for eternal sovereignty with Christ. [Repeat]

Listen carefully now, by our practicing in our prayer closets the enforcement of heaven’s decisions in everyday affairs, we, the church, are in an on-the-job-training program for co-sovereignty with Christ over His universal empire.  Think about it!

Folks, we must learn the art of spiritual warfare, of overcoming evil spirits in preparation for our assumption of the throne with Christ.
Folks, we must begin to see ourselves in a higher realm than simply a believer trying to get through this life in a successful manner. We need to see ourselves as one who is in training for “co-sovereignty rule” with Christ in His Kingdom! {To truly understand our real position we have to look beyond this life to our eternal life!”}


So, to enable us to learn the technique of overcoming, God devised the plan of prayer and confession.  And to give us the on-the-job-training we need, God had delegated to us His authority to enforce His will right here on the earth.  

In order to enable us to develop and acquire the character and the “know-how” we will need to “co-sovereignty rule” with Christ, God has placed upon us the privilege, the responsibility, and the authority to enforce God’s will and to administer His decisions in the affairs of the earth.

Let’s take a few moments and notice how often the sphere of action on the earth is mentioned.

“And I give unto you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”  Matthew 16:19
“Verily I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19. Again I say unto you, that if two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.”  Matthew 18:18-19 How many of you truly understand what we just read?  

Listen to me, with this delegation of authority and administrative responsibility for everyday earthly affairs, we have been constituted to the highest honor and elevated to the highest rank of all created beings.  “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me on my throne.” Revelation 3:21
Now what I am about to share with you I will just have to trust God that you have the maturity to receive it.

God cannot exalt redeemed humanity any higher in divine position without infringing upon the Godhead. [Repeat this]
While we must understand that infinity separates the Creator from the created, yet from the beginning God planned in Jesus Christ so completely to bridge this gap that redeemed humanity (the Church, that’s you and me) ends up as a full-blooded (generic: relating to or descriptive of an entire group or class) member of the family of God, seated with Christ on the throne of the universe as His Bride and Eternal Companion. Listen carefully to the following verses of Scripture.

“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” John 1:12-13
Verse 13 in the Amplified Bible reads, “Who owe their birth, neither to bloods, nor to the will of the flesh [that of physical impulse], not to the will of man [that of a natural father], but to God. – They are born of God!
“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not jet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him: for we shall see him as he is.” I John 3:1-3
“Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved:) 6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:” Ephesians 2:5-6
Listen to verse 6 from the Amplified Bible, “And He raised us up together with Him and made us sit down together – giving us joint seating with Him – in the heavenly sphere [by virtue of our being] in Christ Jesus, the Messiah, the Anointed One.”
“Would to God ye could bear with me a little in my folly, and indeed bear with me. 2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband that I may present you as a chase virgin to Christ.”  2 Corinthians 11:1-2
“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 32. This is a reat mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.”  Ephesians 5:25-27,32
Comment:  Listen to me now…this was no “after-thought” of God, it was God’s plan from all eternity.  Proof?


“According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love.” Ephesians 1:4

This was God’s original purpose in the creation of the universe and the human race, thus God’s program of prayer and confession is His method of preparing the Church, who is to become the Bride, for the supreme rank in His Kingdom.

Comment:
The purpose for the conception, initiation and operation and practice of prayer and confession is God’s master plan to produce over-comers for the throne.  God has bound Himself to the Church’s prayers and confession in order to give the Church exercise in over-coming.  A clear illustration of this is found in Ezekiel 22:30-31. “And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none. 31 Therefore have I poured out mine indignation upon them; I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath: their own way have I recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord God.”


I am going to leave you with these questions to ponder upon until our next lesson:

1. Why should God seek for a man?

2. Can a man do something that God cannot?

3. Can a man help God except in His training program?

