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Destined To Overcome – Lesson #4

Let’s read our text scripture once again this morning which are found in Genesis 1:26-28 and Psalms 8:1-9.


Let’s remember once again that when God created man, he created him to have “dominion over all the works of His [God’s] hands.”  Man was created in God’s class that he might be an “over-comer.”


Let’s also remember, that when man came fresh from the hand of God, he was given “ruler-ship over the earth, “kingship over it’s life,” and “dominion over its forces which included Satan and his kingdom.”


But as we said, Satan entered into the picture and man, instead of taking his rightful place as an over-comer and exercising his authority over the devil, is now being overcome by the devil.  

Remember if you would what we said in our last lesson that the purpose for the conception, initiation and operation and practice of prayer and confession is God’s master plan to produce over-comers for the throne.  God has bound Himself to the Church’s prayers and confession in order to give the Church exercise in over-coming.  

Remember the three questions I ask you to ponder upon until our next lesson:
1. Why should God seek for a man?

2. Can a man do something that God cannot?

3. Can a man help God except in His training program?

Today, I will attempt to answer these questions! Let’s begin by reading Ezekiel 22:30-31. “And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none. 31. Therefore have I poured out mine indignation upon them; I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath: their own way have I recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord God.”


Understand this, God ordained the plan of prayer and confession entirely for man’s sake.  As soon as a person us born again, he or she enters apprenticeship for ruler-ship in the ages to come.  Think about it!

Every born again believer is a candidate for the highest office in the universe – Bride-hood and therefore ruler-ship with Christ Jesus.  Listen to this verse of scripture very carefully, “To him [or her] that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame; and am set down with my Father in his throne.” Revelation 3:21

Folks, this is why Jesus said in Luke 10:19 that He has given to believers, the church, His authority over all the power of the enemy. 


How many of you know that to many believers, Satan is invincible?  But that is simply not true!  He is only a created being. And learning progressively how to overcome Satan is the primary qualification for ruler-ship in eternity.  [You do understand that when I say ruler-ship in eternity I am not talking about ruling over the devil, or evil, or any such thing as that?]  This is why God LOOKED for a man to overcome Satan instead of doing it Himself.

Remember this also, prayer and confession does not influence God!


Folks, God is wholly sovereign!  When God, in His divine wisdom decides on a course of action to take place in the world that He created, He seeks for a man or woman upon whose heart He can speak and who will cooperate with Him by VOICING God’s purpose and desire.


How many of you are listening!  God never answers a prayer which even He has inspired UNTIL He finds a man or woman to verbalize it.  This is why God seeks for a man or woman who will cooperate with His plan.


Because prayer and confession is on-the-job training, words released into God’s kingdom, release God’s Spirit into action and galvanize heaven into action.  Matthew 18:19

Because prayer and confession is on-the-job training it releases the Spirit of God to confront the devil.  That is the reason why only the prayers and confessions that originates in heaven [the Word of God] has any power of Satan.  That is why God does nothing except by prayer and confession and why prayer and confession is where the action is.  Glory to God!


Therefore, if the church will not pray nor confess God’s Word, God will not act! 


Now this may seem like a bold and unfounded statement, but let me tell you this, God will never “go over the head” of His Church to enforce His decisions and will.


He does not and will not take things out of the church’s hands.  This is the reason that He will do nothing in the realm of human redemption until the church accepts her responsibility and uses her privilege and prerogative of prayer and confession.


If the church will not pray and confess God’s word, God will not act, because this would abort His purpose to bring His Church into her full potential as His co-sovereign rulers. That is why man can do something that God cannot!

Listen closely to me now, this was God’s plan from the beginning and He will not spoil His plan now by taking things out of the hands of His church.  He will let the whole world go to destruction first!

His plan of redemption is already complete, but He will not override His Church.


Remember way back to our second lesson, God has called His Church to be the “Executive Branch,” the enforcer of his will on the earth, therefore God will do nothing apart from the prayers and confession of His Church.


Folks, that is why PRAYER is the most important activity of the Church.

“Pray without ceasing….” 1 Thessalonians 5:17

“Be unceasing in prayer.” Weymouth’s Translation

Let me give you my suggested paraphrase of this verse…”Make prayer the main business of your life.”

Did you know, that throughout the centuries, with few exceptions, the Church has never taken prayer and confession seriously? In fact, many believers do not take them seriously today.  The reason being, is because they do not believe that prayer and confession is where the action is.  But how wrong that assumption is.


“And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.”  Matthew 21:22

“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you; for everyone that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.” Matthew 7:7-8

“For verily I say unto you, that whosoever shall say unto this mountain, be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.  Therefore I say unto you, what things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.”  Mark 11:23-24

“And the Lord said, if ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you.” Luke 17:6

“And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.”  John 14:13


“if ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.”  John 15:7

“And in that day ye shall ask me nothing, verily, verily, I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, He will give it you.  Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.” John 16:23-24


“And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us; and if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired from him.” 1 John 5:14-15


I don’t know how any one can read these verses of scripture and not realize that prayer and confession is where the action is. Many believers drive or fly hundreds of miles to go to healing meetings believing that is where the action is, when in reality, the action is as close to them as their prayers and confessions.


For me, the greatest reason for learning how to properly use prayer and confession is found in Ephesians 6.  Let’s read it.


“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 18. Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit…” Ephesians 6:10-12,18

Reading verse 12 from the NIV Bible…”For our struggle is not against flesh and blood (any physical enemy), but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realm. 18. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.”

There is one last text of scripture that I want to cover this morning to show you the importance of prayer and confession.


“I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; for kings and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.”  I Timothy 2:1-3 


But why do this?  “For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior.”  

And what are the benefits of this kind of action?  “Who will have all me to be saved, and to come into the knowledge of the truth.  For there is one God, and one mediator between God and man, the man Christ; Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.” I Timothy 2:4-6

Comment:  Folks, we cannot deny that the rapid deterioration of morals in the home, the organized church, in our State, our Nation and in the world is the result of demonic influence in philosophy, education, entertainment, religion and politics.


This is the true reason and the only explanation for the strife, disorder and chaos in our social, political and governmental orders.


Therefore, by God’s own decree, this unseen sphere of demon activity, operating in the visible realm of the earth, is kept in check because of one fact and one fact alone, “the prayers and confession of the Church!”

And folks, it is by God’s own choice, in order to train the members of His Bride-hood in overcoming, in their preparation for eternal ruler-ship with Christ, that the power that controls these individual principalities and powers is the power of the Holy Spirit released by the prayers and confessions of faith through God’s holy people…THE CHURCH!

Therefore we see that man cannot help God except through His on-the-job-training program!

