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Destined To Overcome – Lesson #7

Once again let’s read our text scripture this morning which are found in Genesis 1:26-28 and Psalms 8:1-9 and see if we can get the full import of these verses.


When God created man, he created him to have “dominion over all the works of His [God’s] hands.”  Man was created in God’s class that he might be an “over-comer.”


Let’s also remember, that when man came fresh from the hand of God, he was given “ruler-ship over the earth, “kingship over it’s life,” and “dominion over its forces which included Satan and his kingdom.”


But as we said, Satan entered into the picture and man, instead of taking his rightful place as an over-comer and exercising his authority over the devil, is now being overcome by the devil. 

Last week we ended our teaching with the following statement: “The unseen sphere of demon activity, operating in the visible realm of the earth, is kept in check because of one fact and one fact alone, the prayers and confession of the church!”

Therefore, its by God’s on choice, in order to train the members of His Bride-hood in overcoming, in their preparation for eternal ruler-ship with Christ, that the power that controls these invisible principalities and powers is the power of the Holy Spirit released by the prayers and confessions of faith through God’s holy people, the CHURCH!  How many of you really understand the authority and responsibility that you have in heaven and in earth?  It is AWESOME!

Listen to me carefully now, we need to understand, that, while it is true that all authority which is in heaven and in earth belongs to Christ and Christ alone, He has officially vested or delegated that authority over Satan and the host of hell to the members of His Body, the church. 

“Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing shall by any means hurt you.” [Luke 10:19]
“Behold! I have given you authority and power to trample upon serpents and scorpions, and (physical and mental strength and ability over all the power that the enemy possesses), and nothing shall in any way harm you.” Amplified Bible
Folks, what an outstanding statement Jesus made here!  That the authority which was given unto Him in these realms, heaven and earth, is now vested in the life of every member of the Body of Christ!  Glory to God!   But folks, I want us to look at the next verse as well:  “Notwithstanding, in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your name are written in heaven.”  Verse 20
“Nevertheless, in this do not continue to rejoice, namely, because the spirits marshal themselves in subjection under your orders, but be rejoicing that your names have been written in heaven and are on permanent record up there.” Kenneth S. Wuest Bible
How many of you know that this is not the first time that the Godhead had delegated authority over Satan?

“And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels. And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.  And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” Revelation 12:7-9

Folks, it is recorded in God’s Word for all time, that Satan and his followers were ejected from Heaven, but it was not the personal intervention of the Godhead that forced Satan and his angels to earth.  In this heavenly war, God “delegated authority” over Satan to Michael and His angels and they became representatives or deputies of the Godhead and sent Satan “like lightning” from the heavenly sphere.  How many of you are catching this thing called “delegated authority”?
Lets look at examples of this delegated authority!  In Matthew 10 Jesus called His twelve disciples together and sent them out with “delegated authority” to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease and every sickness among the people.

In Luke 10 Jesus appointed seventy others and sent them out two by two with the same “delegated authority” as He did with His disciples.

In Mark 16 we see Jesus given “delegated authority” to believers to go and preach the gospel, cast our devils and heal the sick.

Folks, this is the same “delegated authority” that was given to Jesus by the Father and it is the same “delegated authority” that the Godhead gave to the angel Michael, and it is the same “delegated authority” that Jesus has given to His Church – You and me!  So now the Church has been designated as “God’s deputies” on the earth.

Folks understand this, because all the authority over Satan in earthly affairs has been delegated to the Church, even Christ Himself exercises NO authority in earthly affairs except through the prayers and confessions of His Church.  

Folks, this is a bold statement!  Read with me please from the following texts of Scripture: Ephesians 1:19-23; 2:4-6 from the KJV and Amplified Bible.  Then read Ephesians 6:10-13, 18 from the KJV and the Amplified Bible.

Listen to me carefully now; the only power that is effective in this realm is the power of the Holy Spirit, and by God’s own choice, that power can only be liberated and released by the prayers and confessions of God’s Church!  

How many of you understand what I just said?  Let me repeat once more; the only power that is effective in this realm is the power of the Holy Spirit, and by God’s own choice, that power can only be liberated and released by the prayers and confessions of God’s Church!  


So this brings us to this point and that is of Satan’s strategy!  Satan’s most successful strategy against the church is to “dilute” the church’s ministry against him, and he does this by keeping God’s church so occupied with reading the latest best sellers, organizing evangelistic campaigns, studying successful methods for church growth or keeping it so busy in visitation, social services, administration, counseling, etc. that it’s devotional and prayer life is starved.

Folks, don’t get me wrong, activism has its place, BUT that place is AFTER prayer and confession.

Let me conclude this morning by sharing with you these two powerful statements made by Mr. S. D. Godon. “You can do more than pray after you have prayed, but you cannot do more than pray until you have prayed.”

 And, “Prayer is striking the winning blow, service is gathering up the results.”
