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Destined To Overcome – Lesson #8

Once again let’s read our text scripture this morning which are found in Genesis 1:26-28 and Psalms 8:1-9 and see if we can get the full import of these verses.


When God created man, he created him to have “dominion over all the works of His [God’s] hands.”  Man was created in God’s class that he might be an “over-comer.”


Let’s also remember, that when man came fresh from the hand of God, he was given “ruler-ship over the earth, “kingship over it’s life,” and “dominion over its forces which included Satan and his kingdom.”


But as we said, Satan entered into the picture and man, instead of taking his rightful place as an over-comer and exercising his authority over the devil, is now being overcome by the devil. 

Folks, last week we ended our teaching talking about “delegated authority” and Satan’s strategy against the church.

Remember if you would how Jesus “delegated His authority,” first to His twelve disciples in Matthew 10 and then to seventy others in Luke 10.  And then we found in Mark 16 that Jesus “delegated His authority to His church – you and me!”  We are “representatives or deputies” of the Godhead to carry out God’s will in earthly affairs.

Remember also, that the only power that is effective in this realm is the power of the Holy Spirit, and by God’s own choice, that power can only be liberated and released by the prayers and confessions of God’s Church!  

Let’s remember also, that Satan’s strategy is to “dilute” the church in busying itself in all kinds of affairs so that it’s devotional life [Bible study] and prayer life is starved. 

Folks, don’t get me wrong, activism has its place, BUT that place is AFTER prayer and confession.

Today we will conclude our series on “destined to overcome” and we will begin a new series next week.

Let me being today lesson with this statement:  The celestial [heavenly] wedding and the beginning of God’s eternal enterprise began with the creation of Adam. [Read Genesis 2:7, 18, 21-23]

In the case of Adam, God saw that it was not good for Adam to be alone, so he created him a “help-meet”, a completer.

The first thing that ever serious Bible student learns is that Adam and Eve are a “type and shadow” of Jesus and His Church.

 So, as in the case of Adam, God saw that it was not good for His Son to be alone, so from the very beginning it was God’s plan and purpose that out of the side of His Son should come an Eternal Companion to sit by His side upon the throne of the universe as a bona fide partner, a judicial equal, to share with Him His sovereign power and authority over His eternal Kingdom.

“Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”  Luke 12:32 

“To him that overcometh, will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.”  Revelation 3:21

Folks, listen to me, to be given the Kingdom is more than to make the kingdom principles and ethics a part of one’s own thinking and action here.  That is only one phase of it.  To be given the Kingdom is to be made a “king,” to be invested with authority over the kingdom.

“And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth.  Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priest unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” Revelation 1:5-6
“And they sung a new song, saying, thou are worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; and hast made us unto our God kings and priest: and we shall reign on the earth.” Revelation 5:9-10
“These shall made war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.” Revelation 17:14

Folks, here we find God’s glorious purpose for the Church and this is authenticated and confirmed by the Apostle Paul in I Corinthians 6:2-3.  Let’s read it!

“Do you not know that the saints shall judge the world? And if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters.  Know ye not that we shall judge angels? How much more things that pertain to this life.” 

“Do you not know that the saints (the Christians) will (one day) judge and govern the world?  And if the world (itself) is to be judged and ruled by you, are you unworthy and incompetent to try (such petty matters) of the smallest courts of justice. Do you know also that we (Christians) are to judge the (very) angels and pronounce opinion between right and wrong (for them)? How much more then (as to) matters pertaining to this world and of this life only?”  Same verses from the Amplified Bible

This is also a part of what Jesus said in John 17:22 when He said, “The glory that thou gavest me I have given them.”

How many of you know that the “glory” of God is the operational power of God in manifestation.  [Read John 11:33-40]

Listen to me now – this royalty and ruler-ship is no hollow, empty, figurative, symbolical thing.  It is not a figment of our imagination.  No, No, No, the Church, the Bride, the Eternal Companion is to sit with Him on His throne.

Folks, if His throne represents reality, then the Church’s rein is no fantasy.

“And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, then we may be also glorified together.”  Romans 8:17
“And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among those who are sanctified.” Acts 20:32 NAS Bible
“He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that being justified by His grace we might be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.” Titus 3:5-7 NAS Bible
“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.  And I saw the holy city, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall dwell amon them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be among them, and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.’  And He who sits on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making all things new.’ And He said, “Write, for these words are faithful and true.” And He said to me, “It is done, I as the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.  He who overcomes shall inherit these things, and I will be His God and he will be My son.” Revelation 21:1-7 NAS Bible

Let me remind you of a term that I mentioned in the first part of this teaching, which was the tear “judicial” equal and now here in Romans 8, I use the term “joint-heir”.  So let me explain these two terms.

The word “judicial” means; “allowed, enforced or set by order of a judge or law court.”  The equality, which is here in view, is a delegated equality.  And even though it is a “delegated equality,” it is fully recognized and respected as if it were original.

This delegated equality is unmistakably implied in the term “joint heir” here in Romans 8:17.  And know this, in law a joint heir can do nothing alone, nothing without the other.

So, what does this mean to you and I?  Simply this, if Jesus Christ is to rule and reign in the ages to come as the King of kings and the Lord of lords and we are joint-heirs with Him, then by the very fact that we are joint-heirs means that Jesus Christ cannot reign alone – we shall reign with Him.

“He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also have overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.  He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”  Revelation 3:21-22
